accidentally swallowed a twenty-five cent piece (quarterdollar). Its passage into the stomach was accompanied by much discomfort and pain. The 
accidentally swallowed a twenty-five cent piece (quarterdollar). Its passage into the stomach was accompanied by much discomfort and pain. The pain was most intense below the sternum. After the coin passed the cardia, relief was instantaneous. Fluoroscopic examination about two hours later showed the coin in the fundus of the stomach. As there were no symptoms, I asked the mother to notify me if any distressing symptoms arose; otherwise, to report when the coin was passed. Three days later, fluoroscopic examination showed that the coin had not left the fundus. There were no symptoms. The child had eaten three hearty meals each day and had had a daily evacuation. Six days after the accident, the coin was still in the fundus. Nine days after the accident, fluoroscopic examination showed the coin still in the fundus. The mother was now quite concerned but, owing to the absence of symptoms, was willing to wait longer. On [Nov., 1932 prevented sleep. Soporifics had had no effect since the onset of the illness. Although the cervical glands had been found enlarged when the rash was first noticed (common both to German measles and stovarsol poisoning), I could not confirm this symptom, and although nausea was complained of from time to time, neither vomiting nor diarrhoea had occurred?on the contrary, the patient remained obstinately constipated.
The outstanding features of the case were therefore (1) a generalised scarlatiniform rash, bright red in colour, aggregated particularly round the follicles, and most marked on the buttocks and legs; (2) cedema of the eyelids and to a lesser degree of the hands and feet; (3) slight conjunctivitis; and (4) subjective sensations of burning, tingling, and itching most marked on the extremities. To those must be added (5) mild shivering attacks, which had been observed by the nurse on July 9th and 12th and were present when I first examined her on the 14th. A reference to the symptomatology noted in Bender's six cases reveals a striking general resemblance with the case here reported, and in view of the relatively small amount of stovarsol administered?grs. 40 in 13 days?suggests an inherent susceptibility to the drug, which of course precludes any further administration, either of it or the closely allied compounds in the trivalent arsenobenzene group.
Treatment
The effects of the treatment adopted in this case were so striking that a special note seems indicated.
For some time past I have been giving 10 c.cm. intravenous injections of a 10 per cent, solution of strontium bromide (Ekzebrol) in cases of generalised irritable dermatoses?e.g., urticaria?in which a labile or hypersensitive condition of the sympathetic nervous system could be postulated. Within a few minutes of injecting it in this case, the tendency to rigors had disappeared (the solution produces a subjective feeling of heat all over the body for a short time), and shortly thereafter the patient declared herself free of the pruritus and pricking sensations; she slept for four hours that night, for the first time since the onset of the illness.
The following morning the nurse reported that the rash had faded somewhat, and that there was only slight irritation at times. The hands and feet were still swollen but not painful. A second injection of Ekzebrol was given in the evening and the patient slept for 7J hours. The rash was obviously fading on the next day and no injection was given, as there was no irritation. The patient complained of throbbing and swimming of the head on movement with ringing in the ears, and on the following day (July 17th) 10 per cent, calcium chloride (Afenil) was substituted for the strontium compound, and 10 c.cm. of it were given intravenously. Nine hours sleep followed and on the following day convalescence had set in. There was no rash and no irritation, although the skin of the extremities was noted to be slightly peeling.
It is not claimed that recovery was notably hastened by the treatment, although a comparison with the duration of symptoms in Bender's cases suggests it. It is on the subjective side that it appears to have been so valuable, and therefore worthy of a more extended trial in future cases of intolerance and poisoning by the drug.
